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their lives by illustrating patterns and connections of human existence, this 
guide addresses essential learning requirements for social studies in the 
state of Washington. The guide notes that these requirements seek to give 
students the knowledge and skills they need to participate as responsible and 
effective citizens in an increasingly complex world. The guide cites three 
essential learning requirements for history (1) the student examines and 
understands major ideas, eras, themes, developments, turning points, 
chronology, and cause-and-ef feet relationships in the United States, world, 
and Washington State history; (2) the student applies the methods of social 
science investigation to investigate, compare, and contrast interpretations 
of historical events; and (3) the student understands the origin and impact 
of ideas and technological developments on history and social change. The 
guide cites three geography requirements: (1) the student uses maps, charts, 

and other geographic tools to understand the spatial arrangement of people, 
places, resources, and environments on the earth’s surface; (2) the student 
understands the complex physical and human characteristics of places and 
regions; and (3) the student observes and analyzes the interactions among 
people, the environment, and culture. Students should understand basic 
economic concepts and analyze the effect of economic systems on individuals, 
groups, and society. Each learning requirement is further subdivided and 
detailed. (BT) 
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Introduction to Social Studies 



The 21st century brings us face-to-face with the information-technology age. New 
issues, together with old problems, will challenge the intellectual and social 
structures of our world. Social studies can help students find order in their lives by 
illustrating patterns and connections of human existence. In social studies, students 
examine the past and present for clues to the future. Through the perspectives of 
history, the interactions of people and places in geography, the lessons of rule of law 
in civics and the economics of society, The Essential Academic Learning 
Requirements in social studies give students the knowledge and skills they need to 
participate as responsible and effective citizens in an increasingly complex world. 
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Social Studies 



The Essential Academic Learning Requirements in 



1. The student examines and understands major ideas, eras, 
themes, developments, turning points, chronology, and 
cause-and-effect relationships in U.S., world, and 
Washington State history. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 

1.1 understand historical time, chronology, and causation 

how events occur in time and place, are sequenced chronologically, and 
impact future events 

1.2 analyze the historical development of events, people, places, and 
patterns of life in U.S., world, and Washington State history 

1.3 examine the influence of culture on U.S., world, and Washington 
State history 
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2. The student applies the methods of social science 
investigation to investigate, compare and contrast 
interpretations of historical events. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 

2.1 investigate and research 

use sources of information such as historical documents, eyewitness 
accounts, photos, works of art, letters, and artifacts to investigate and 
understand historic occurrences 

2.2 analyze historical information 

evaluate different interpretations of major events in U.S., world, and 
Washington State history 

2.3 synthesize information and reflect on findings 

3. The student understands the origin and impact of ideas and 
technological developments on history and social change. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 

3.1 explain the origin and impact of an idea on society 

for example, free speech, rule of law, or separation of church and state 

3.2 analyze how historical conditions shape the emergence of ideas 
and how ideas change over time 

3.3 understand how ideas and technological developments influence 
people, resources, and culture 
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Geography 

1. The student uses maps, charts, and other geographic tools to 
understand the spatial arrangement of people, places, 
resources, and environments on Earth’s surface. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 

1.1 use and construct maps, charts, and other resources 
to gather and interpret geographic information 

1.2 recognize spatial patterns on Earth’s surface and understand the 
processes that create these patterns 

2. The student understands the complex physical and human 
characteristics of places and regions. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 

2.1 describe the natural characteristics of places and regions 
and explain the causes of their characteristics 

2.2 describe the patterns humans make on places and regions 

2.3 identify the characteristics that define the Pacific Northwest and 
the Pacific Rim as regions 

3. The student observes and analyzes the interaction between 
people, the environment, and culture. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 

3.1 identify and examine people’s interaction with and impact on the 
environment 

3.2 analyze how the environment and environmental changes affect 
people 

3.3 examine cultural characteristics, transmission, diffusion, and 
interaction 
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Economics 



1. The student understands basic economic concepts and 

analyzes the effect of economic systems on individuals, 

groups, and society. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 

1 . 1 comprehend key economic concepts and economic systems 

1.2 observe major forms of business and related careers 
comparing requirements and benefits of various careers 

1.3 understand the monetary system of the U.S. and how individuals’ 
economic choices involve costs and consequences 

1.4 examine how government policies influence the economy 
and understand the theoretical background of taxes 

1.5 examine the importance of international trade 
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